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4x8 Basic Train Table
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Materials for table

4 x 8-foot sheet of V2" birch
plywood ripped into 3"wide
by 8-foot strips (1)

4 x 8-foot sheet of 14"
plywood (1)

8" lengthsof2x 2 (4)

8-foot lengths of 14" x 114"
wood molding 4)

T-nuts, 1/4" (4)

Carriage bolts, 14" x 2" (16)

Washers, 14" (16)

Lock nuts, 14" (4)

Wing nuts, 14" (12)
Carpenter’s glue
Panel nails {1 box)

" legevelers (or bolts) (4)

Train tables
There are many different ways to build
the support structure of your railroad, but
they all fall under the general heading of
“benchwork.” Benchwork can be just about
anything, from a shelf attached to a wall to
an unused kitchen table.

Typical benchwork starts with four legs,
a horizontal support frame made from
1x 3 pine boards, and a piece of plywood
screwed to the top of the support frame.
The end result looks much like a table,
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8"length of 2x 2

Wood molding, cutto fit

Bolt-washer-wing nut

. Leg-leveling bolt
(or plain bolt) i 18"

SR

Bolt-washer-lock nut

Model railroad benchwork doesn‘t need to be fancy, but it should be sturdy.
Here is a sample of benchwork you could build at home.

hence the term “train table”

Benchwork for larger layouts often
requires more versatile designs to con-
serve material and provide more latitude
for scenery construction. While they may
seem complicated at first glance, they are
actually easy to build.

Among the most popular of these
designs is “L-girder” benchwork. This open-
frame benchwork gets its name from the
appearance of the cross-section of the

strip-wood girders, which looks like an
uppercase letter L. The other parts of L-
girder benchwork are legs, joists, and ris-
ers. Horizontal L-girders join sets of legs
together, horizontal joists run perpendicu-
lar to the girders and give the framework
lateral strength, and risers support the
track. By modifying the height of the
risers you can create scenery effects

that go far beyond the parameters of
flat-topped tables.
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